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deteriorating, the inspectors recommended
closing the north wing and beginning emer-
gency repairs immediately.

This incident highlighted what has become a
national problem, Mr. Speaker, the deteriora-
tion of our nation’s schools. Many of our na-
tion's public elementary and secondary
schools are in substandard condition and need
many repairs due to leaking roofs, plumbing
problems, inadequate heating systems or
other structural failures.

The General Accounting Office (GAO), on
behalf of several Members, recently performed
a comprehensive survey of the nation’s ele-
mentary and secondary school facilities, and
found severe levels of disrepair in all areas of
the country. The GAO contacted 10,000 of the
nation’s 80,000 public schools, and conducted
site visits to schools around the country. Ac-
cording to the GAO'’s report, of the over 6,000
elementary and secondary schools in Texas,
76% percent of them reported a need for nec-
essary upgrades or repairs.

Currently, more than 14 million children at-
tend schools in need of extensive repair or re-
placement, and nearly one-third of our public
schools were built prior to the beginning of
World War Il in 1939. If we want to prepare
our children to succeed in an economy where
technical skills are increasingly important, we
need modern schools, meaning everything
from updated science laboratories to comput-
ers in classrooms.

That same GAO report found that nearly 60
percent of all schools have at least one major
building feature in disrepair, such as leaky
roofs or crumbling walls. These schools are
distributed throughout our communities, with
38 percent of urban schools, 30 percent of
rural schools and 29 percent of suburban
schools needing repairs.

More than half of the schools reported dete-
riorating environmental conditions, such as
poor ventilation, hearing or lighting problems,
as well as poor physical security. And 46% of
our schools lack even the basic electrical wir-
ing necessary to support computers, modems
and other modern communications technology.

As well, the American Society of Civil Engi-
neers (ASCE), in their 1998 Report Card for
America’s Infrastructure, gave America’s
schools an F, based on the urgent need for
repairs. Schools were the only infrastructure
category to receive a failing grade. ASCE has
determined that it will cost about $12 billion to
repair, renovate and modernize our schools.

Of this amount, approximately $5 billion is
needed to fix or remove hazardous sub-
stances such as asbestos, lead and radon.
Another $60 billion in new construction is
needed to accommodate the 3 million new
students expected in the next decade. Total
annual construction and renovation spending
since 1991 has remained between $10 and
$12 billion for K-12 schools.

In order to address this serious problem, the
President has proposed, and | support, a bill
to establish and expand tax incentives to help
states and local school districts address the
need for school modernization. This bill would
help states and local schools districts pay for
the cost of modernizing and building more
than 5,000 schools by creating new School
Modernization Bonds.

Under the bill, these zero-interest bonds
would be available for the construction and
renovation of pubic school facilities. The De-
partment of the Treasury would allocate the
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rights to offer these special 15-year bonds to
States that have submitted school construction
plans to the Secretary of Education. The fed-
eral government would subsidize a total of
$9.7 billion per year of these bonds in the
years 1999 and 2000. Texas would receive
$1.6 billion of this new bond authority.

The federal government would pay the inter-
est on the School Modernization Bonds
through an annual tax credit to the holder.
These credits are allocated to the states,
which will determine how to divide the credits.
The bonds can be issued by any state or local
government, but they are still required to pay
the principal.

Mr. Speaker, forty-two national groups, in-
cluding the National Parent Teacher Associa-
tion and the National School Boards Associa-
tion support this bill, and support repairing our
nation’s schools. The students at Arlington
High School will have their school repaired
this summer thanks to the community. Con-
gress, by passing a school modernization bill,
can ensure that all of our neighborhood
schools are given that same helping hand.

TRIBUTE TO JUDGE TOM PETER-
SEN ON HIS RETIREMENT FROM
THE BENCH

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 1998

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is in-
deed a distinct honor to pay tribute to one of
Miami-Dade’s unsung heroes, Judge Tom Pe-
tersen. His retirement on Friday, March 27,
1998 from the Dade Circuit Court will leave a
deep void in that bench.

Judge Petersen represented the best of our
community. Having dedicated a major portion
of his life to making the juvenile justice system
work on behalf of our wayward youth, he was
relentless in his development of many innova-
tive programs that helped turn them around.
His was a crusade that maximized under-
standing and compassion for many adoles-
cents under the tutelage of the juvenile court
system. His motto, “Hug a kid: that's where it
starts” was one that bordered on a thorough
understanding of many a youth’s need to be
understood and guided through their growing
years.

He was virtually the lone voice in the wilder-
ness in exposing his righteous indignation
over many irrelevant programs that siphoned
off funds from the public till instead of suc-
cinctly eradicating the symptoms of juvenile
delinquency. At the same time, he has been
forthright and forceful in advocating the tenets
of equal treatment under the law for those ju-
veniles who have been remanded to the juve-
nile court system. His sensitivity toward them
knew no bounds, and he was untiring in seek-
ing the appropriate guidance and counseling
strategies for them so that they could pull
themselves out of the gutter of juvenile delin-
quency. In a 1993 Miami Herald editorial,
Judge Petersen was cited for his firm belief
that “. . . the state’s approach toward juvenile
delinquency is antiquated.” A little TLC, he
said, and they'd stop stealing hub caps and
start doing their algebra homework.

In his stint on the Dade Circuit bench,
Judge Petersen truly represented an exem-
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plary public servant who abided by the dictum
that those who have less in life through no
fault of their own should somehow be lifted by
those who have been blessed with life’'s great
amenities. As a gadfly on the Circuit Court, he
was wont to prod both elected and appointed
officials in redirecting many government-fund-
ed programs to focus their resources on re-
ducing juvenile delinquency, and thereby pro-
vide youthful offenders with the tools to create
a more meaningful life.

As one of those hardy spirits who chose to
reach out to the at-risk youth living in public
housing projects, Judge Petersen thoroughly
understood the accouterments of power and
leadership. He sagely exercised them along-
side the mandate of his conviction and the
wisdom of his knowledge, focusing his ener-
gies to enhance the well-being of our commu-
nity he learned to love and care for so deeply.

His undaunted efforts in the juvenile court
system shaped and formed the agenda of
many community organizations. His word is
his bond of honor to those who dealt with him,
not only in moments of triumphal exuberance
in helping many a wayward youth turn the cor-
ners around, but also in his resilient quest to
transform Miami-Dade county into a veritable
mosaic of vibrant cultures and diverse peoples
converging together into the great experiment
that is America.

For this he was awarded the much-coveted
Miami Herald’'s Spirit of Excellence in 1988.
Numerous accolades with which various orga-
nizations have honored him symbolize the un-
equivocal testimony of the utmost respect and
admiration he enjoys from our community.

Judge Tom Petersen truly exemplified a
one-of-a-kind leadership whose courage and
wisdom appealed to our noblest character. It
is his compassionate and resilient spirit that
genuinely dignifies the role of a public servant.
For this he will sorely be missed! | truly salute
him on behalf of a grateful community.

TRIBUTE TO CARL STEPHENS—
ALABAMA BROADCAST LEGEND

HON. TERRY EVERETT

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 1998

Mr. EVERETT. Mr. Speaker, | have been in-
formed that one of Alabama broadcasting’s
best loved personalities will soon retire after
40 years behind the microphone and television
camera.

A native Alabamian, Carl Stephens was
practically born into his profession. A radio
sportscaster at the age of ten in his native
Gadsden and student manager of the college
radio station while at the University of Ala-
bama, Carl Stephens began his television ca-
reer at the Alabama Educational Television
Network before settling in as one of the states’
best-known on-camera personalities at WSFA
TV in Montgomery.

At WSFA, Carl Stephens forged a 38-year
career witnessing and reporting some of Ala-
bama’s and the nation's most historic events
during the 1960s. Despite his contribution to
news reporting in Alabama, it is noteworthy
that Carl is best known by many Alabamians
for his other roles. As host of a popular chil-
dren’s cartoon show in the late 1950's and co-
anchor of the Auburn Football Review for
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many years, Carl’s charm and warm personal-
ity was best shown through the television
screen, earning him wide respect and many
loyal fans.

Carl will begin his well-deserved retirement
effective this Thursday, but his voice will con-
tinue to be heard, as it has for many years,
over the public address systems of Auburn
University football and basketball games.

| join with all Alabama in wishing Carl, his
wife Mary, and all his family the very best in
the years ahead.

HONORING CANTOR IRVING DEAN
FOR 38 YEARS OF SERVICE TO
UNITED ORTHODOX SYNAGOGUES
OF HOUSTON

HON. KEN BENTSEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 1998

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Cantor Irving Dean for his 38 years of continu-
ous service to the synagogue and community.
On March 29, 1998, the community will gather
in the Grand Ballroom of the Westin Galleria
Hotel to pay well-deserved tribute to Cantor
Dean.

Cantor Irving Dean’s musical talent was rec-
ognized as a child. He received his first in-
struction in Hazzanic art while singing in
choirs with renowned cantors. He began his
career in New York, appearing on radio, tele-
vision, and concerts. He also appeared on
“The Heritage of Israel,” a special NBC tele-
vision program. He has recorded “Shiru
B'Simcha,” a popular tape of holiday and
Israeli songs for children. The proceeds from
the sale of this recording benefit the United
Orthodox Synagogue Montessori School. He
also recently recorded a CD, “Musical Memo-
ries,” of favorite concert music.

Aptly named, Cantor Dean is praised as the
cantorial dean of Houston. In this capacity, he
is well-trained, having earned secular and
music degrees at Yeshiva and Columbia Uni-
versities. Since his first Cantorial Concert in
1960, Cantor Dean has enriched the Houston
Jewish community with his music.

Cantor Dean has organized and trained the
choir that sings with him during the High Holi-
day services and he appears with them on
special programs. Cantor Dean has also pre-
sented concerts throughout the Southwest,
New York, and Mexico City. He has sung at
military bases, interfaith events, and for many
Jewish organizations. In Houston, he con-
ducted a citywide choir at a special rally for
Soviet Jewry.

Before coming to Houston, Cantor Dean; his
wife, Millie; and their children, Ronnie, Sherrie,
and Debbie, lived in San Antonio, where the
Cantor served Congregation Rodeif Shalom.
During their 10 years in the Alamo City, the
Dean family reached out to Jewish members
of the military bases in the area, hosting them
in their home and providing them with enter-
tainment as well. For their work with the sol-
diers and the Jewish community, Cantor and
Millie Dean were given special recognition by
the National Jewish Welfare Board.

Cantor Dean has received numerous
awards for his work. Among them are the ZOA
Award for Distinguished Service to Southwest
Jewry and the Bureau of Jewish Education of
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the Jewish Federation of Greater Houston
award for 42 years of dedicated service to
Jewish teaching and promoting Jewish learn-
ing among children and youth. He was also
honored by the Jewish Theological Seminary
as an Honorary Fellow of the Cantor's Insti-
tute, the highest award for musical achieve-
ment given by the Seminary.

A cantor is an emissary of the community,
giving voice to those seeking connection with
God and providing leadership and guidance
through song. Cantor Dean, with his melliflu-
ous voice, has led and continues to lead the
congregants of United Orthodox Synagogues
in prayer.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate Cantor Dean for
38 years of service to the United Orthodox
Synagogues family. | wish him continued suc-
cess in providing vital leadership and spiritual
guidance to his congregants and the Jewish
community.

PRESIDENT LEE TENG-HUI LEADS
TAIWAN THROUGH FINANCIAL
STORM
HON. ROBERT SMITH

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 1998

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, Much
has been written and reported about the Asian
financial crisis, the worst in decades. But Tai-
wan, so far, has remained relatively un-
scathed. Its economy has been jolted but not
sunk.

Taiwan’s financial stability is attributable to
its careful banking practices, ceilings on for-
eign equity investment and high foreign re-
serves. With a healthy financial system, Tai-
wan is more immune to the monetary crisis af-
fecting the region.

The Taiwan economic miracle has time and
again demonstrated its resilience and dyna-
mism during the past year of regional and
global slowdown. Taiwan’s economic growth
rate in 1997 reached 6.72 percent, the highest
in five years. Foreign currency reserves stand
at US$86 billion, an indication that Taiwan's
traders and manufacturers have maintained
their competitive edge amid growing competi-
tion from their Asian neighbors.

Taiwan's economic vitality is seen in its
debt-free status. Its total foreign debt amounts
to less than US$100 million, whereas its Asian
neighbors such as Korea and Indonesia are
reeling from foreign debts.

Taiwan's latest financial strength has
prompted the financial Times of London and
the Asian Wall Street Journal to hail it as the
“Switzerland of the Orient.” Most economists
believe that Taiwan has the full potential to
become a full-fledged developed country by
the turn of the century.

Taiwan’'s economic dynamics has been un-
questionably helped by its growth of democ-
racy. Last November, Taiwan held successful
elections for county chiefs and city mayors. In
fact, opposition party candidates won a major-
ity of the seats, marking a new milestone in
the development of party politics and popular
political participation in Taiwan.

As the year of the Tiger on the Chinese
lunar calender begins, | wish Taiwan well in
maintaining its economic prosperity, in initiat-
ing further dialogue with the Chinese mainland
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on the issue of reunification, in strengthening
its strong ties to the United States and in gain-
ing more and better friends internationally.

Last but not least, | wish to send my greet-
ings to Taiwan's Foreign Minister Jason Hu,
who was the former Taiwan representative in
Washington. Minister Hu was a very able dip-
lomat in Washington. My colleagues and |
benefitted greatly from his insight on world af-
fairs. Madam Jason Hu was a charming host-
ess. In the meantime, my colleagues and | are
looking forward to working closely with Jason
Hu's successor, Ambassador Stephen Chen.
Ambassador Chen was a former deputy sec-
retary-general to President Lee Teng-hui of
the Republic of China and has been in gov-
ernment service all his adult life.

WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH
HON. JOHN F. TIERNEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 1998

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, the great suffra-
gist Susan B. Anthony once said, “Failure is
impossible.” The confidence and inspiration of
her words are as powerful today as they were
almost a hundred years ago. Women have
played integral roles in American history, from
the fledgling days of a new republic, to today’s
shattering of glass ceilings in corporate man-
agement. They are mothers, teachers, elected
officials, athletes and entrepreneurs. Today's
young girls will experience less discrimination
and have fewer limits imposed on them than
their grandmothers.

As we celebrate this month the many ac-
complishments of women in American history,
I would like to call to the attention of my col-
leagues a few women whose accomplish-
ments and dedication offer strength and inspi-
ration to many individuals.

Edith Nourse Rogers from Bedford, MA,
was first elected to Congress in 1925 to fill the
office vacated by the death of her husband. A
former World War | Red Cross volunteer, Mrs.
Rogers earned the title of Angel of Walter
Reed Hospital. During her 18 terms as a
Member, she fought unabashedly for veterans
rights, serving as an inspector of veterans’
hospitals as well as a mentor to many of the
young soldiers interned there. One of her first
major bills appropriated $15 million to build
additional veterans hospitals. She was a lead-
ing sponsor of the GI Bill of Rights of 1944
and helped create a volunteer women's Army
Corps.

Judith Sargent Stevens Murray of Glouces-
ter closely followed the works of Abigail
Adams and questioned why women were not
granted the same rights and freedoms that
men touted. Using the pseudonym Constantia,
she began writing on the status of women,
and published an essay “On the Equality of
Sexes” in the Massachusetts Magazine. In her
essay, Murray questioned the differences in
education for boys and girls, asking “How is
the one exalted and the other depressed * * *
the one is taught to aspire, and the other is
early confined and limited.” Her powerful voice
helped spur the fight for equal educational op-
portunities for young girls.

Anne Bradstreet  of Ipswich and
Swampscott, was New England’s first woman
poet. While keeping house at the edge of the
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